The use of cultured autologous oral epithelial cells for vaginoplasty in male-to-female transsexuals: a feasibility, safety, and advantageousness clinical pilot study.
Various vaginoplasty methods in male-to-female transsexuals have been described, but none is ideal. The use of cultured autologous oral epithelium to cover the neovagina walls is presented. Six patients were operated on. Complications encountered were one case of low-located rectovaginal fistula that was treated conservatively; one case of partial glans necrosis resulting in a scarred but sensitive clitoris; one case of large labia majora requiring reduction; and one case of short vagina requiring surgical revision with autologous cultured oral cells that was successful. All patients had adequate vagina, experienced sexual intercourse, and were satisfied with results. Autologous cultured oral epithelium transplantation is feasible, safe, and advantageous. Satisfactory neovaginas were provided; the procedure is relatively easy to perform and provides a thin, mucosa-lined neovagina with a sufficient amount of secretion.